
Keating PAC Meeting Minutes 
District Resource Centre, Keating Elementary School 

September 16th, 2019, 6:30-8:30 PM 

 

 

Attendees 

In Person - Phil Molloy, Anthea Helmsing, Kate Guthrie, Jennifer Carson, Carissa Tetreault, Robin Howe, 

Erin Young, Hilary Fairbank, Amber Leask, Caroline Upton, Nora Dun, Michelle Philpott, Jane Bassett, 

Catherine Kay, Ashley Coull, Kim Woodcock, Haley Flegel, Tarina Verleun, Talieh Samachi, Meaghan 

Goodyear, Helena VanderDonck, Philip Jungen, Steve Macgregor, Nayda Thomasson, Davina Antonik, 

Shu Franey, Megan Misovic, Melissa Braun, Farrah Simpson 

Via Amazon Chime – N/A Chime was not used and will be reintroduced next school year 

1 Chair’s introduction 
Farrah Simpson (Exec Co-President) welcomed attendees to the meeting and to the new school year. 

She acknowledged that the meeting was taking place on the unceded territory of the Coast Salish 

Peoples and the traditional territories of the W̱SÁNEĆ peoples. Farrah confirmed that future meetings 

are expected to occur in the library; this will be confirmed ahead of each meeting.  

Attendees conducted brief roundtable introductions.  

2 Update from Admin (Messrs. MacGregor and Jungen) 

2.1 Notes Received from Admin 
• Mr. MacGregor expressed his appreciation to staff and parents for the warm welcome he has 

received since arriving at the school and noted that the school year has begun well with a nice 

atmosphere in the school 

• The staff is looking forward to the Open House. 

• Ms Lee will be leading the school’s Terry Fox Run (Thursday September 26th).  

• Orange Shirt Day: Monday September 30th – awareness to the reconciliation process 

• Several projects underway, including Ready, Step, Roll! – there will be a community walk and 

brainstorming session at 7:30am (!) on Wednesday September 25th. [Secretary note: We will 

receive an update from the Capital Regional District on this program, and the recent survey that 

was conducted, at the next PAC meeting]  

• Parental collaborations: 

• Tree planting initiative underway, including fundraising and planning 

• Playground improvements are a priority for this school year. District is aware and has 

put forward a grant application to the BC Ministry of Education. [Secretary note: See 

update below on playground fundraising efforts] 

• The forthcoming non-instructional day (September 23rd) is an Indigenous learning Pro D day. Our 

school district (63) is coordinating with Victoria and Sooke school districts. Learnings will be 

shared in October. 

• Facilities: 

• Renovations have made room for several exciting new spaces: 



 

 

o Dedicated French As Second Language (FSL) room: excellent space for 

immersive French learning 

o Multi-purpose room (MPR) is now a dedicated music room on Tuesdays, 

Wednesdays and Thursdays; on Mondays and Fridays it’s bookable for use by 

staff for project work, etc. 

o Makerspace/’Keating Commons’ area also now available for teachers to book. 

Staff is considering making this an inside/outside learning space for the Applied 

Design, Skills, and Technologies (ADST) curriculum and fine arts 

o New collaboration/conference room behind the MPR 

• Library renovations are nearly complete. The new space is stunning. Ms Windle and 

Mme Cuthill are busy preparing it for use over the year. For example, they have booked 

a visit by the author Linda Bailey, and are ordering Red Cedar books for students 

• Soccer will be the first school sport for the year, starting soon for Grades 4 and 5. 

• Thanks to the Keating PAC Exec for being represented at the recent staff meeting. The intention is 

to always have a PAC Exec representative at staff meetings and for one or more staff members to 

attend the PAC meetings. 

• Thanks to all parents for volunteering for various roles. 

2.2 Questions for Admin 
• What day is the visit from Linda Bailey? November 21st (which is an early dismissal day) 

3 Approval of Agenda 
Motion to approve: Michelle Philpott; Seconded: Shu Franey. Outcome: Approved 

4 Approval of Last Meeting’s Minutes 
Motion to approve: Shu Franey; Seconded: Ashley Coull. Outcome: Approved 

5 KHASA updates 

5.1 Executive 
No additional updates beyond the welcome noted above 

5.2 Treasurer 
Kate Guthrie (Treasurer) noted that we have aligned our fiscal year-end with the school year (June 30th)  

• Operating account balance: $58,402.35. This fund is for ‘do-good’ projects throughout the year 

• Gaming account balance: $3,521.00. This balance will increase to approximately $9,000 when 

we receive our Gaming Grant for the year 

 Mr. Jungen agreed to investigate what has happened to the outdoor learning table that 

KHASA funded last year and to provide an update at the next meeting 

Mr. Macgregor also informed attendees that he has discussed with the school district the extraordinary 

delay on the installation of the gaga ball pits. He intends to maintain pressure on them to get these 

features installed, and increase that pressure if he sees no progress soon. 

https://www.lindabaileybooks.com/
https://www.redcedaraward.ca/


 

 

5.3 Healthy Schools Committee 
Brianna Hrasky is now the Committee chair; Megan Misovic and Tanya Wrafter are also members. 

Three immediate initiatives: 

1) Get input at open house on ideas from parents and students on what they to do as part of the 

Healthy Schools program. Ideas still being considered include:  

• Skating 

• Sports try-out night in the spring 

• January wellness bingo. The committee intends to seek ideas at the open house from 

parents and students on for what would go into the bingo squares. The intention would be 

to have it represent a holistic interpretation of wellness, including equal spiritual, physical, 

mental, emotional aspects. 

•   

2) -Fundraisers. These could include a bingo night.  

 Committee to discuss with Farrah Simpson 

3) The Ready, Step, Roll! initiative, which we will be discussing more thoroughly at next month’s 

PAC meeting. This is an initiative run with the CRD to promote active transportation. As noted 

above by Mr. Macgregor, there will be a school and neighbourhood walk on September 25th 

(7:30am) to identify and brainstorm main hindrances to active transportation around the school.  

In addition, the committee is leading an initiative to fund and implement a tree-planting program. It was 

noted that this program dovetails with the Greening Committee as it overlaps with their efforts from 

previous years (this triggered a discussion on the Greening Committee more generally, included below). 

In previous years, the Greening Committee had obtained funding through bottle drives, which lead to 

the creation of the fenced garden by the gym (specifically, it paid for the beds and fencing). The 

Greening Committee had also previously funded the installation of an irrigation system. They had also 

wanted to plant trees. Rosemary Addison was going to help get a good deal but this effort was shelved 

because of the upgrade construction.  

Megan Misovic asked attendees to consider what they and their children would like to see the Healthy 

Schools Committee facilitate and noted that the Committee needs more volunteers. 

There was a discussion of the forthcoming Fall bike-to-work week. The school will have a celebration 

station on October 25th and Brentwood Cycle will be doing free cycling skills lessons. 

5.3.1 Greening Committee Discussion 

It was noted that the Greening Committee still needs a chair for this year and there was a general 

agreement that this committee is needed for 2019-2020. The main teacher contact for this committee is 

Mme Nayda Thomasson. Funding options for this Committee could include a seed drive. Previously, this 

drive had paid for 10 environment-focused lessons for each of 10 divisions (~$4500).   

5.4 Hot Lunch 
New organizers: Michelle Philpott and Jane Bassett. 



 

 

Michelle and Jane thanked parents for their patience while they (Michelle and Jane) learn the system. 

They are exploring new vendors for Hot Lunch: Adriana’s, and Healthy Edge. They are currently 

experiencing issues with PayPal; Kate Guthrie (Exec Treasurer) is working to fix it. The menu for the first 

Hot Lunch (October 18th) will be active as soon as the PayPal issue is fixed. After this first event, 3-4 

subsequent lunches will be available to book at a time.  

Michelle and Jane requested suggestions for possible vendors. 

It was noted that parents need to re-register children each year (due to data privacy reasons) and, 

hence, must do so for this school year even if they had done so for 2018-2019. It is also possible to sign 

up for notifications of when menus become active.  

Mme Nayda Thomasson noted that the students tend to take a bit longer to eat the pasta dishes 

because the pasta congeals. This results in a lot of leftovers and waste. A similar observation was made 

of the stir-fry with rice. The most popular option among the students is the pizza, which they always eat 

it quickly.  

It was suggested that Hot Lunch events have recycling stands, supervised by the lunch monitors 

(previously, the trash was taken home, sorted, and recycled by the organizer).  

Many other items can be purchased or ordered through the Hot Lunch system, including the KHASA and 

Keating Cares1 contributions, so please explore the options available.  

5.5 Confederation of Parent Advisory Councils of Saanich (COPACS) 
There was no COPACS meeting this month; however, it was noted that COPACS is seeking a new 

Treasurer. It was noted that the Keating PAC intends to request funds from COPACS to support parent 

education events this year. 

 Phil Molloy and Farrah Simpson to formally request funds from COPACS 

5.6 Canadian Parents for French (CPF) 
Robin Howe attended the CPF meeting and provided an update.  

The CPF President is making a conscientious effort to encourage a lot of activity and support within and 

from the school district. As a result, there are many programs in the works, including: 

• Cooking classes (with M Parent, formerly at Keating Elementary School; for Middle- and High-

School students) 

• A bonjour, bon nuit! night. Hopefully in November 

• A French drumming event. Subject to budget and costs.  

• Lecture en Cadeaux. There is a desire to reprice this at a lower rate. 

• DVDs for year-end film events in French 

• Carnival celebrations (Quebec winter carnival) 

 
1 A lunch club at the school. The club provides support for some students who may need (for example) closer 
attention at lunch, ‘top-up’ food, or Hot Lunch meals for students from families that cannot afford the cost. Mr. 
Jungen noted that the club makes a real and big difference on personal level to the beneficiaries.  

file:///C:/Users/ppmol/Google%20Drive%20(khasa63@gmail.com)/meetings/pac_meetings/minutes/keating.hotlunches.net


 

 

There is a membership drive up to September 31st, during which time new members will be entered into 

a prize draw. 90% of the funds from CPF are returned to School District 63 for us to spend, so we do 

stand to benefit. Therefore, please join and encourage all parents and non-parents to join. Finally, the 

CPF is providing welcome baskets to new French teachers in School District 63.  

The next CPF meeting is October 10th. Robin and Luc Jermann have agreed to attend and be our PAC CPF 

representatives moving forwards. 

 Draft an email to all parents explaining what CPF is and why one should join [NOTE: This needs 

a name attached to it] 

 Robin Howe to ask CPF if they would attend our Open House 

6 Old Business 

6.1 Welcome Back Open House 
• Thursday September 19th  

• There will be many PAC activities, including tables showcasing various organizations, face-

painting, bouncy castle, photo booth 

• Two food trucks will be present in the drop-off lane 

• Field activities will be organized by Panorama 

• There will also be free Freezies, donated by Thrifty’s for kids 

6.2 Gaga Ball 
See notes above in Section 5.2. 

6.3 Fundraising 

6.3.1 Mabel’s Labels 

The Mabel’s Labels fundraising period is now open. Please share with all your friends. The labels are high 

quality and reduce the volume of lost-and-found items. A portion of the proceeds goes back to the PAC, 

so it’s a good fund-raiser. 

6.3.2 Colibri  

Colibri make reusable materials; organic washcloths etc. We receive up to 45% back from the proceeds 

on items bought between September 17-30. Flyers will be sent round tomorrow (September 17th) and 

orders must be in by September 30th 

6.3.3 Peninsula Co-op Number 

Don’t forget that the Keating PAC has a coop number which help us get money back (as a rebate) if 

people use it: 80410 

6.3.4 Spirit Shirts 

We are running the Spirit Shirts initiative at beginning of the year so that people get a new shirt for the 

entire year. We need a minimum order of 40 shirts to submit an order to go in; the more we order, the 

less the cost and the more money we make. They will be available for purchase at the Open House. 

Generally,. they fit bigger than expected, so go larger than you think on the sizes. They’re also available 



 

 

to order on the Hot Lunch site until October 4th. Once available, they will be delivered to each child’s 

class. 

6.3.5 Popcorn Days 

Popcorn days are coming but we need volunteers please. They’re on the 1st Friday of each month and 

cost $2. 

6.3.6 Playground  

Next step is to meet with Admin to get aligned on the vision and a strategy for achieving it. After that 

meeting, we’ll need to meet with the School District. Steve MacGregor also informed us that Rob Lowe 

at the School District has also applied for funds for a playground at the school. 

It was noted that while it is fine to have a grand vision for the play space, the design and funding should 

go ahead based on small, individually fundable units that together fulfil the bigger vision. 

The Playground Committee needs to be set up and should include: 

• Phil Molloy (chair) 

• Davina Antonik 

• Nora Dun 

• Ashley Coull 

• Kim Woodcock 

• Jennifer Carson 

 Phil to set up the Playground committee 

 Farrah to arrange meeting with Admin 

6.3.7 School Dance 

Hilary Fairbank has agreed to be this year’s Events Coordinator, and will lead the planning of the School 

Dance, which is scheduled for October 4th. The band – the Freeze Frame (formerly the Matheson Band) – 

is booked. The event is on the same day as Photo Day. We are hoping the stage will be available in time 

for the event. Sales for the dance will be available on Hot Lunch. The organizers would then have a list of 

who’s bought tickets and allow people entry if they’re on the list. We could also do a ‘pay-at-the-door’ 

system, but it’s harder work for the organisers on the day. 

 Hilary to follow-up re lighting requirements for the band 

For food, we will be ordering (lots of) pizza. This order may also go on to the Hot Lunch website, which 

will give us an idea of numbers. 

Expecting volunteers to help at the event (and sign up through sign-up genius). Melissa Braun is also 

asking Stelly’s kids to help. Admin will handle a 50/50 draw (for which we’ll need a gaming license). 

 Kate Guthrie to apply for a gaming license for the 50/50 draw 

6.3.8 Tree-planting 

Thanks to Megan Misovic, Ashley Gregor, Caroline Upton, and others for their time working to improve 

the Keating School sign and the surrounding garden bed. 



 

 

Megan and others are currently compiling an application for work on the grounds to plan trees in two 

areas at the school. The rough cost – depending on the option selected – will be $1,700 - $2,500. The 

aim is to get the trees planted in 2019. Since the school district does not water the trees, we’d need to 

get them in soon – early fall – so that they are established in time for winter. The trees themselves 

would not occupy much of the green space and, hence, not impinge on the sports area. One area would 

be along the south perimeter of the school and would provide shade for the kids at recess and the 

south-facing classrooms. 

Next steps are for Megan to connect back with Admin and to loop Rob Lowe at the school district back 

into the conversation.  

Potential sources of funding include: 

• The Peninsula Coop 

• BC Ferries 

• The school itself (under their campus improvements budget) 

6.4 Update on Other Action Items  
• K-PAC Exec attendance at staff meeting: The plan is to move ahead with having one K-PAC 

executive representative at each staff meeting; this has already been actioned 

• 2019-2020 Grade 5 trip: we can confirm this is happening and Melissa Braun is organizing 

• Submission of Letter to Adam Olsen on PAC Challenges: Paula White drafted it; Farrah Simpson 

emailed it to Adam Olsen’s office 

• Crosswalk Guard position: We have had interest from a several people. Training is required for 

the role. The school is pushing to add funding for more guards; however, the challenge is to find 

someone to fill the position. Job schedules make this challenging. The school is going to be doing 

some hiring and this role may play into those new positions. Having a staff member in the role 

would make it easy to organize and provide a more consistent person in the position 

6.5 Future PAC meetings: 
• Dates/schedule: Trying to avoid having the meetings on the same day of the week each week to 

try to get a wider range of attendees 

• Location: henceforth, in the library 

• Format: Striving to keep the meetings on time, schedule and agenda 

• Amazon Chime: Will provide a way for people to attend remotely. To come; still being set up. 

7 New business 

7.1 Music Program 
The school now has a new music program underway for the entire school year, with a new music 

teacher, Whitney Williams. We may try to get Ms. Williams to attend the next PAC meeting to talk about 

her song and her program (which has apparently been fantastic so far). In the program, the children 

sing, and play a wide variety of instruments in the new music room. Ms. Williams and the students seem 

happy with the space and the instruments we have.  



 

 

As for whether the music program will involve a Christmas concert, this is something that needs to be 

discussed among the staff. Any such concert would be a ‘celebration of learning’. 

7.2 Class Representatives 
Parents need to volunteer for these roles. Please email the executive (khasa63@gmail.com) with any 

questions. We would want the class representatives to volunteer at events and attend the PAC Meetings 

(or send delegates in their stead). 

7.3 Other Vacant Committee Positions  
Please look at them on Sign-up Genius and (as the name suggests) sign up where you want to 

7.4 Staff Funding Request Form  
This form is a vehicle through which Admin can request funding from the PAC. It was introduced late last 

year and is being implemented this year. It will help the PAC to keep track of what requests have been 

made and their progress. The process is new, so we are still learning how to run it efficiently. The form 

has been sent to Admin. Mr. MacGregor will circulate it to the staff.  

8 Adjournment 
Motion to adjourn proposed by Kate Guthrie; Seconded by Phil Molloy 

Meeting adjourned at 8:15pm. 

mailto:khasa63@gmail.com

