
Keating PAC Meeting Minutes 
Library, Keating Elementary School 

February 10th, 2020, 6:30-8:30 PM 

 

 

Attendees 

In Person - Phil Molloy, Kate Guthrie, Paula White, Anthea Helmsing, Jane Bassett, Philip Jungen, Shu 

Franey, Kim Woodcock, Steve MacGregor, Nathan Hudon, Joanna Bateman, Davina Antonik, Ashley 

Coull, Allison Fradette, Robin Howe, Jennifer Carson, Nora Dun, Michelle Philpott, Catherine Kay, Melissa 

Braun, Hilary Fairbank 

Via Amazon Chime – Farrah Simpson, Naomi Nichol 

1 Chair’s introduction and territorial acknowledgement 
Anthea Helmsing welcomed attendees to the meeting. She acknowledged that the meeting was taking 

place on the unceded territory of the Coast Salish Peoples and the traditional territories of the W̱SÁNEĆ 

peoples.  

2 Approval of Agenda 
Motion to approve: Nora Dun; Seconded: Kate Guthrie. Outcome: Agenda approved 

3 Approval of Last Meeting’s Minutes 
Motion to approve: Nora Dun; Seconded: Melissa Braun. Outcome: last meeting’s minutes approved 

4 Update from Admin (Messrs. MacGregor and Jungen) 
Notes received from Administration are attached and provide greater detail than the notes below. 

4.1 Summary of Key Discussion Points 
• Playground project  

o Funding secured from Province $110,000 

o Recent tour of local playgrounds: really good to see what the range of options are and 

what would fit at Keating 

• Gagaball Pits 

o Now installed  

o Now in use and being enjoyed by the kids 

o Thanks to the grounds crew, who installed the pits during horrific weather conditions, 

and installed the pits quickly once they had arrived 

o The pits will be painted 

• Pro-D day rescheduled to June 5th  

• Kindergarten registration went well and smoothly 

• More than 100 Grade 4s-5s are now playing basketball. Thanks to -among others, Ms. Lee; M. 

Hudon; Mme. Vye; M. Trerice. M. Hudon also thanked Mr Macgregor 

• Crossing Guard 

o Admin had thought that all slots had been filled; however, 3 remain to be filled. Expect 

to get them all filled following further communications with staff.  



 

 

o Appropriate training to take place on Friday (February 14th) afternoon. The positions are 

for 3 afternoons (12-3:30 pm) a week, and pay at $15 a shift.  

• Continuing whole-school assemblies in gym. These assemblies focus on core competencies and 

social learning. Each has a theme: the last was on teamwork (both inside and outside school). 

There is a drive to get more student voices and contributions at these assemblies. The next 

assembly is this Wednesday, which is being led by Mme Lord, and focusing on Ma Santé and 

Healthy Choices. 

• Shannon Husk delivered a parent presentation on healthy technology use. One of her colleagues 

will be able to deliver a similar presentation to the kids themselves. 

 Farrah Simpson to share materials Shannon Rusk’s presentation 

• The school had a motivational speaker come in on January 23rd. The speaker, who lives with 

cerebral palsy, delivered a three great presentation on navigating challenges and working 

towards goals. 

• Exciting learning going on: 

o Growing Young Farmers 

o Indigenous carver 

o Mme Vanderdonck organized a Science World visit, called “Tech Up”, which was 

focusing on coding 

o Ryan Braun – intermural activities with Stelly’s G12 

o Mme Vanderdonck also organized Carnaval celebrations 

• March 5th night – Parent education night before Spring Break. Sarah Berrell will speak on early 

literacy strategies, phonological awareness and reading with your child at home. The 

presentation will be 1 hour long (time TBA) and will take place in the library 

4.2 Questions for Admin 
Update on the Scarlet Fever?  

• No major updates. Anecdotally, occurrences seem to be quietening down. Trying hard to be 

quick to respond 

Are the issues with drop-off zones getting any better? 

• The issue is parents parking and leaving the cars in the drop-off-only zone, which causes traffic 

to back up, often all the way to Keating Cross Road. 

• The school is working hard to share the issues they’re encountering and experiences. The main 

issues are occurring in the main parking lot area, and the worst disruption occurs when the 

school buses cannot get in.  

• It is also particularly difficult when people block staff car parks 

• Now have staff member supervising before school 

• After school is less well policed 

• Can’t extend supervision time 

• There were suggestions made regarding: 

o Parents parking elsewhere and walking up 

o Putting notes on cars to inform parents not to leave vehicles. 



 

 

• There is not great availability for parking in the lower lot (the gravel area northwest of the 

school), which exacerbates the issues. 

• The question was posed, would repainting “NO PARKING?” help? No: this effort would be 

expensive and the signage is considered to be ineffective 

5 PAC updates 

5.1 Executive 

5.1.1  Co-Presidents  

Anthea Helmsing delivered the following key points: 

• Policy 1100 meeting was attended in February. The focus was on indigenous education and 

reconciliation. Some main take-homes for Keating were the options that are available within our 

school district for education and aboriginal cultures, art and society, including – for example – 

arranging an indigenous artist in residence. There were also great presentations at the meeting 

from indigenous students from around the district who are leading efforts within their schools 

to create community groups. 

• The presentation by Shannon Husk went well and was well attended. Unfortunately, the bake 

sale wasn’t very successful (despite lots of bakers bring a range of delicious-looking treats).  

• Farrah attended the COPACS-organized PAC social mixer, which was a good opportunity to meet 

other PAC exec members and share problems and solutions. 

• Farrah attended the last COPACS meeting and secured $200 towards a Mindfulness at Home 

presentation by Mark Sherman, which is expected to take place in April (date TBC). 

5.1.2 Vice President 

Paula White had nothing to add beyond confirming the forthcoming presentation from Mark Sherman. 

5.2 Treasurer 
Kate Guthrie presented a financial updated.  

• Account balances: 

o Operating account: $64,076.46 

o Gaming account: $7,041.33 

• There was a popcorn day last Friday. Each popcorn day yields on average $190 for the PAC 

• Kate thanked the Hot Lunches committee for agreeing to add an extra event (April 3rd) 

• $4,000 has been contributed to Keating Cares. 

• We are now halfway towards meeting our budget for next year. Fundraisers are planned to 

meet the remaining balance. 

5.3 Greening Committee 

5.3.1 Tree Canada grant 

Report received by email from Megan Misovic, which is summarized below. 

Keating Elementary applied for a Tree Canada grant, amounting to $3,360, to plant 14 mainly deciduous 

shade trees along the south side of the school. A decision on this grant is expected March 2nd. The 



 

 

proposal was reviewed by Keating admin and the school district, and was supported by letters from 

Keating Out-of School Care (KOSC) and students. KOSC also offered to help water the trees in the 

summer.  

Other funding sources are available if (or regardless of) the Tree Canada application: 

• $2,000 combined from K-PAC and the School  

• A possible grant from the municipality for $970 (thanks to Marianne and Phil for submitting this 

application). There is a presentation at the municipal hall on February 25th regarding this 

application. (See Section 5.3.2 below) 

• $1,000 from private donations.  

In anticipation of the March 2nd Tree Canada announcement, the planting team hopes to schedule a 

tree-planting date in mid-March that suits the school and volunteer parents, followed by a later date for 

shrubs and small trees. Three large Katsura trees would be planted at the first (mid-March) date. Smaller 

trees and shrubs would be planted during the later date; this later session could potentially involve 

students (pending school approval) and could occur either on the weekend or during school hours if 

classes want to participate in the planting.  

The committee is seeking the following volunteers to help with the planting:  

• Folks knowledgeable in tree planting  

• Folks to provide hot chocolate and cookies for the workers.  

• Folks to select the trees from Island View nursery 

The committee is also seeking donations to support the planting effort. Anyone willing to volunteer or 

donate, please contact Megan Misovic (meganmisovic gmail com).  

5.3.2 Central Saanich Grant-in-Aid Application 

• Grant is for: $970 

• Submitted just after Christmas to support border-planting 

• Municipality currently reviewing the applications 

• We will be providing a brief presentation on the project on February 25th 

5.4 Confederation of Parents’ Advisory Councils of Saanich (COPACS) 
The update was presented by Phil Molloy, who attend the February COPACS meeting, the Policy 1100 

meeting and the PAC mixer. 

• The main take-home for parents from the January COPACS meeting1 is that the Vancouver Island 

Parent Conference is coming up soon (February 29th) and COPACS can sponsor people to go. 

Email copacssd63@gmail.com if you want to attend.  

• COPACS co-hosted the Policy 1100 meeting, which was last Thursday evening, and discussed 

above in the Co-Presidents’ report.  

 
1 Full notes from the COPACS meetings are available on COPACS’ website 

mailto:copacssd63@gmail.com
https://copacs.sd63.bc.ca/course/view.php?id=3#section-2


 

 

• The COPACS-led PAC mixer took place at Sassy’s on January 31st. The event was successful and 

future PAC mixers are expected. COPACS is hoping to arrange one earlier in the year next year, 

hopefully in September. 

5.5 Canadian Parents for French (CPF) 
Robin Howe presented the update for CPF. The group has been very active organizing various events 

and fundraisers, including: 

• Dare to cook in French. November 16th and 30th. Cooking workshops for Middle and High School 

students 

• Bonjour Bon Nuit. February 3-6. Hosted by Keating Elementary. The event was very successful 

(albeit a bit “crazy” with so many students). A similar event is scheduled for Feb 24th for Deep 

Cove School. 

• Annal maple syrup fundraiser, which runs from February 1st to March 1st. Money raised from 

this and similar events goes to CPF for them to organize events 

• In February, schools are encouraged to participate in French Immersion celebration 

• CPF Victoria is showing Les Petits Pied de Bonheur (Happy Feet) on Feb 9th at UVic 

• French drumming shows. There was one such event at Keating on February 7th, which was a 

huge success. Others are taking place at Deep cove and Bayside over the next few months 

• French Zumba is taking place in April and May. It’s occurring at Keating on April 6th 10am – 

11am.  

• Concours d’Art Oratoire (French public speaking contest)– semi finals coming up 

• K-12 annual gift exchange is coming up. Stay tuned 

• Exciting new benefits for members in fall. Free online French workshops; adult French classes; 

and free French films throughout the year.  

Keating is now looking for a new CPF Rep, to help assist in events at the school and to attend CPF 

meetings. The position is fairly light – the hardest part was coordinating the Bonjour Bon Nuit event (on 

the day). Re the $25 CPF membership fee: previously CPF have reimbursed the fee; however, last year 

they didn’t. It is unclear if they will reimburse the membership fee for representatives next year. 

Regardless, there are real benefits both to the individual (See above) and to the school by having a 

representative at the meetings. 

The next CPF meeting is on February 18th, 6pm, at Bayside 

 KPAC to post on Facebook re the need for a new rep.  

5.6 Healthy Schools Committee (HSC) 
Bingo Healthy Awareness is coming up. A paper bingo card is sent to families, who try to check off as 

many activity boxes as possible. Completing lines on the card yields a set number of entries into prize 

draws.  

5.7 Playground Committee 
Admin will be meeting with Rob Lumb (School District Director of Facilities) on Tuesday and can ask him 

about rough date for construction of the playground. 



 

 

A question was asked regarding the playground that was removed – That was installed not that long 

ago; therefore, what’s the longevity for these structures? Will the next playground have a better 

lifespan? Yes (25+ years); the last was removed due to the need for seismic upgrades, not because it had 

reached the end of its lifespan. 

5.8 Fundraising Committee 
Nora Dun provided the update for the Fundraising Committee. 

• The committee met recently to plan events for the forthcoming few months. Those events 

include: 

o February 

▪ Purdy’s chocolate. Sell for $2.50.  

 Ashley to post advert for this event on Facebook 

▪ West Coast Seeds (organized by Kate Guthrie). This should start in the next few 

weeks 

o March  

▪ Tomato plant sale. $4 each, from which the PAC makes $2. We need volunteers 

to help distribute the plants 

o April 

▪ Family movie night. Details to be confirmed 

▪ Planning something for Easter, e.g. a Purdy’s/Rock Coast 

▪ Group car boot sale  

o May 

▪ Garage sale. Date to be confirmed, but most likely May 24th. There was a 

suggestion to combine this with a similar Tanner Ridge event. Nora requested 

the use of school tables, which Steve thought would be fine. 

o June 

▪ Hoping to organize weekly pizza nights, but need consent from the school as 

well as overcoming logistical hurdles. 

There was a discussion regarding a possible student (Grades 4-5)-led spring market. The suggestion was 

for a simpler version of that previously organized by Mme Cuthill and that only requires limited 

classroom time. Challenge from the school is finding a teacher to lead and drive it forwards – those staff 

are currently unavailable. There was a suggestion to combine this event with the May garage sale, which 

received general approval. 

5.9 Hot Lunches (HL) 
Update provided by Michelle Philpott and Jane Bassett. 

• Adding an April 3rd date. 

• Ordering for the next few Hot Lunch events will begin Feb 26th  

• The HL team is planning some education material around Keating Cares since it is currently 

under-used 

• Recycling programs: the team is working on simplifying them to help improve efficiency of the 

recycling. This will be further aided by simplifying the menus and involving fewer vendors.  



 

 

• The team is working to modify the menus to include healthier options; however, the point was 

made that while modifying menus, we should also consider which items make most money. 

 Hot Lunch Committee to send email reminder about Keating Cares (via Teresa Hait) 

6 Old Business 

6.1 Spring Fair Proceeds 
Phil Molloy motioned for all Spring Fair proceeds to go towards the playground: $11,000; restitution 

money: $30,000. This motion was amended to clarify that “all…proceeds” should not include any funds 

already approved during previous meetings for other items and that has not yet been spent (e.g. school 

jerseys). The amended motion – all available and uncommitted Spring Fair proceeds to go towards the 

playground – was seconded by Farrah Simpson. Voting on the amended motion was unanimous and the 

amended motion was approved. All available and uncommitted proceeds from the 2019 Spring Fair will 

now be allocated towards the cost of a new school playground. 

 Philip Jurgen to follow up on the school jerseys with Ms Lee 

7 New Business 

7.1 Constitution Edits 
The executive wishes to propose minor edits to the constitution. Edits to the constitution must be voted 

in at the annual general meeting (in May). To facilitate this process, the exec proposes to detail these 

edits at the next general meeting (April) to explain what each is and why we are proposing the change. 

7.2 Ready Step Roll update 
The Ready Step Roll Active school travel planning initiative will be at the school to provide a summary of 

its findings on February 12th, 18th, and 23rd. Pop by to see updates and results.  

8 Adjournment 
Motion to adjourn by Phil Molloy; Seconded by Paula White. Meeting adjourned at 8:27 pm. 

Next meeting scheduled for April 15th 2020 


