
 
Keating PAC Meeting Minutes 

Keating School Library and MS Teams 
November 17th 2021, 6:30-8:30 PM 

Attendees 

PAC Executive: Nora Dun (Co-President), Anthea Helmsing (Co-President), 
Ashley Coull (Co-Vice President 1), Phil Molloy (Co-Vice President 2, COPACS 
Co-Representative), Kate Guthrie (Treasurer), Tiffany Sims (Secretary). 

Jane Bassett (Hot Lunches Committee), Amanda Carlson, Catherine Kay (CPF) 

School Administration: Steve MacGregor (Principal); Joan O’Leary (Vice 
Principal) 

MS Teams Attendees: Megan Misovic (Greening Committee), Madison 
Robinson, Jocelyn and Lea. 

1 Chair’s Introduction and Territorial Acknowledgement 
Anthea welcomed attendees to the meeting. She acknowledged that the 
meeting was taking place on the unceded territory of the Coast Salish 
Peoples and the traditional territories of the W̱SÁNEĆ peoples.  

2 Approval of Agenda 
Motion to approve agenda: Nora Dun; Seconded by Phil Molloy. Agenda 
approved. 

3 Approval of Last Meeting’s Minutes 
Motion to approve last (October 2021) minutes: Phil Molloy; Seconded by 
Kate Guthrie. Last meeting’s minutes approved. 

4 Report from Admin (Mr. MacGregor) 
 
The school has been using a hybrid version of the Assembly where a small 
group of children are in the gym, the rest are in their classroom with 



streamed audio/visual. Sarah Jim came attended an assembly for the 
unveiling of the new Keating logo and sign, and answered students’ 
questions during the assembly. 
 
Basketball court update: Steve is in talks with the district. There was a 
miscommunication about what would be replaced. The school would love to 
replace the cement. The estimate for replacement is $30,000. A school 
priority, however, is the outdoor learning center but we can possibly lobby 
the district to chip in for a portion of the court.  

o Phil to follow up with Steve on plans for the basketball court 
 
Permanent soccer goals are coming for the big field and we should see them 
this year. One Gaga ball pit will be moving to the other side of the school as 
the backside of the school doesn’t have the equipment the front playground 
has. The Administration is also looking at pavement games for the older 
children’s side of the playground.  
 
The front ground installations of permanent paths are going well. They 
won’t be as slippery and will last a longer time. The big field is still soft and 
muddy and children can’t walk over it after a rain. Steve is in talks with 
Adam from Habitat to see if there are affordable options for the outdoor 
learning space.  
 
Intramural soccer has been a huge success for Grade 4s and 5s. A big thank 
you to Ms. Lee.  
 
Big thank you to Michelle and Jane for organizing hot lunch. 
 
School’s perspective on Winter Celebrations: Over the years there have been 
discussions on how to make the season inclusive for all families. A couple 
of years ago there were families that would feel very excluded when the 
main focus of December was Christmas. Some families didn’t feel 
comfortable sending kids to school during this time of the year. The school 
works hard to be inclusive all year round and wants to continue that 
through December. Teachers are encouraged to explore multiple cultures 
and winter celebrations, including Christmas, representative of our 
community. Steve mentioned that the Christmas tree in the foyer of the 
school is deregulating to the students when they come in.  

 
 
Phil asked a question: Can we have a tree that celebrates all cultures? 
Celebrate the hope of the season? 



Steve’s Answer: We will continue to have lights and other decorations that 
are not deregulating. 
Catherine: Festival of lights is a common practice for many religions.  
Steve: Yes we are ok to put lights up this year. Maybe we could get kids to 
decorate some and put them up.  
Joan mentioned there is no one regulating with anyone in the front hall. The 
classroom is a great place to regulate. 
 

5 PAC Executive Reports 
5.1 Co-Presidents 
Nora/Anthea 

Poinsettia distribution. We will need volunteers to help. Pick up will happen 
over two days with DRC storage overnight, which could also serve as a 
possible pick-up point. Next year we will need to bump up prices so we will 
include taxes (on the hot lunch site you can add a tax on top). 

Hot lunch: Teachers will be getting a list for classroom  

5.2 Co-Vice Presidents  
 Nothing to add 

 

5.3 Treasurer 
• Bambora PAC contributions ($4375 total) 
• Bottle Drive $1975.44  
• Hot lunch $660  
• Colibri $640 
• $200 into Keating cares this month ($800 total)- food bank 

donation? Gift cards for families? Donate to another PAC?   
o Phil to reach out to Monique Hiltz at Deep Cove.  

 
Motion to donate $400 of the Keating Cares money to another PAC that has a 
need for (e.g.) food for their families. 10 votes yes to donate. Motion 
approved. 

 
Could send out an email about what Keating Cares is in case families don’t 
know and could benefit from access to it. 

o Jane to send out and email via Theresa.  
 

 
o Field Trips: Kate to send the cheque to fund fieldtrips.  



 
Account balances: Operating: $36,851.13; Gaming: $17,855.65 

 

5.4 COPACS Update 
Nothing to add: no COPACS meeting held since last PAC meeting.  
 

6 PAC Committee Reports 
6.1 Greening Committee 
Megan Misovic provided an update: There isn’t a quote for the benches yet. 
They are trying to find a couple of trees to plant on the school grounds. The 
lollipop tree in the front will need to be replaced this fall.  

6.2 Canadian Parents for French (CPF) 
Catherine Kay: Nothing to report. Next meeting November 30th.  
 

6.3 Healthy Schools 
Brianna Hrasky provided an updated over email. She is asking for a couple 
more volunteers for next fresh fruit distribution on December 1st.  

o Nora and Anthea to find more volunteers for that date.  

Mindy: Family skate. Checked in with Panorama. Over the holidays it is a 
reduced rate. December 20th is a possible date. 

 

6.4 Fundraising 
Purdys Christmas fundraiser update: the fundraiser is going well, 
approximately $5000 sold so far. The school is reimbursed 25% of the sales. 
 
Coupon books: Delivery is Nov 18th. Distribution will be next week to the 
teachers. Maybe Theresa could print labels for that? The labels will need 
names with division numbers. If every student sells two books we could 
make over $11,000 dollars. There are only three other schools in Victoria 
selling them right now. We are looking at possibly having a prize for the 
class that sells the most coupon books. 

 

Would it be possible for the popcorn kernels day to start again?  

o Jane to get the contact info from the parent interested in organizing.  

 



6.5 Hot Lunches 
Jane Bassett provided an update. Subway Hot Lunch is this week. This time 
it will be organized by division and labeled. There are extra volunteers this 
time, which should be a lot smoother. December 10th is Adriana’s. Jan/Feb 
Sushi and Pizza. The team is looking into Boston pizza for individual boxes. 
Could we possibly send a note home and send the recycling home with 
children? 

 

7 Old business 
• PAC Logo: Steve gave the go ahead to use the new logo.  
• Message Boards: Nora to purchase. Installation will be set up upon 

their arrival. 
• Emergency Preparedness- Question about supplies- how are the 

supplies looking? 

Joan has looked at supplies. There’s lots of food and water. She is looking 
into the invoice to track when the water expires.  

o Kate to look up and see if we can track down an invoice for Joan.  
• Dr. Rees Seminar update: 93 people have signed up for the November 

18th session. The link will be sent out tomorrow.  
o Kate to pay Dr. Rees for the seminar when she sends the invoice.  

8 New Business 
• Madame Nayda made a request for Growing Young Farmers. She is 

asking for $1000 to support the program. With that money all 
students can participate in three sessions.  

o Steve to ask for the plan for the spring. Are three sessions enough for 
people to get something out of it? 

Phil Molloy motioned to spend $1000 from the miscellaneous account to 
growing young farmers; seconded by Anthea Helmsing. 9 in favor, non-
opposed. Motion approved.  

• Criminal Record check for parents for volunteering at the school: 
Parents can come to Central Saanich Police Service to get theirs 
processed. They will need to have a letter from Theresa with the date 
and parents name on Keating letter head. 

 
• Amanda Carlson Presented a Home Reading Program idea.  

 



Amanda has a specialty and passion in early literacy. The PAC of the school 
(in District 61) Amanda works at has a whole school challenge of 5000 
nights of home reading that all the kids participate in. Each division is 
working toward 100 nights of home reading. Each student takes home a 
tracking sheet and initials it when done. Amanda has offered to track 
everything herself. When 5000 nights are reached an extra recess is used as 
the prize. Amanda’s school brings music and makes it fun. The idea is to 
start this at Keating in January. Art supplies and access to the printer would 
be required. Slips can be collected in the office and stickers will be given 
out for classes. This program provides a clear vision to success. Visitors to 
the school will see how important literacy is within the school. This activity 
is a great way to get feedback on home reading. It’s not meant to single out 
anyone and is anonymous. The program also bridges the gap between 
English and French programs together.  

o Steve to ask the teachers if that is something they are interested in. 
Possibly the whole school could go out for the recess prize as they 
don’t get to go out together because of the staggered recess currently. 
Any correspondence with Steve please cc the PAC. 

 

• Motion to cancel the December 16th- motion approved.  

 

9 Adjournment 
 

Motion to adjourn: Anthea Helmsing seconded by: Phil Molloy. Meeting 
Adjourned at 8:19pm  

Next meeting scheduled for: January 19th, 2022, 6:30p-8:30pm 


